NOTES:  CANTO I, 137-197.	135
1. 156. morris. Moorish dance. A moonlight night was the
favourite time for this exercise. Cf. Ganick's «Thou soft-flowing
Avon'— •
'The fairies by moonlight dance round his green bed,
For hallowed the turf is that pillows his head.'
In a Jacobean ' Masque of the Four Seasons/ morrice dancers or
* moriscoes/ brought in by Spring, have anklets, armlets, and girdles,
hung with bells.   The morris was in fashion at the Court of James
IV of Scotland.  See Dunbar's Poems, Scottish Text Society, p. 206—
'Sum singis; sum dancis;    sum tellis storeis;
Sum lait at evin bringis in the moreis.'
1.197. moss-trooper. ' This, was the usual appellation of the
marauders upon the Borders; a profession diligently pursued by
the inhabitants on both sides, and by none more actively and
successfully than by Buccleuch's clan. Long after the union of the
crowns, the moss-troopers, although sunk in reputation, and no
longer enjoying the pretext of national hostility, continued to pursue
their calling.
 *	Fuller includes, among the wonders,of Cumberland, "The moss-
troopers : so strange in the condition of their living, if considered
in their Original, Increase, Height, Decay, and Ruine.
 *	" i. Original.   I conceive them the same called Borderers in Mr.
Cam den; and characterised by him to be a wild and warlike people.
They are called moss-troopers, because dwelling in the mosses, and
riding in troops together.   They dwell in the bounds, or meeting,
of the two  kingdoms,   but   obey   the  laws of neither.    They
come to church as seldom as the 29th of February comes into the
kalendar.
*" 2. Increase. When England and Scotland were united in Great
Britain, they that formerly lived by hostile incursions, betook them-
selves to the robbing of their neighbours. Their sons are free of
the trade by their fathers' copy. They are like to Job, not in piety
and patience, but in sudden plenty and poverty; sometimes having
flocks and herds in the morning, none at night, and perchance many
again next day. They may give for their motto, vivitur ex rapto^
stealing from their honest neighbours what they sometimes require.
They are a nest of hornets; strike one, and stir all of them about
your ears. Indeed, if they promise safely to conduct a. traveller,
they will perform it with the fidelity of a Turkish janizary; other-
wise, woe be to him that falleth into their quarters!
* "3. Height.   Amounting, forty years since, to some thousands.

